
MINUTES
New Energy Industry Task Force

June 20, 2012

The New Energy Industry Task Force held a public meeting on June 20, 2012, beginning at 
1:00 p.m. at the following locations:

State Capitol, the Guinn Room, 101 North Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada 89703, and via videoconference at the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East Washington, Suite 5100, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101.

1. 
Call to order and Roll Call.
Stacey Crowley, Director of the State Office of Energy, Chairwoman, called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m. and opened this agenda item.

The following Task Force and Technical Advisory Members were present:

Task Force Members in 
Task Force Member in
Task Force Members

Carson City


Las Vegas


Absent and Excused             

Stacey Crowley           

Tom Husted


Jim Woodruff
Ellen Allman

  




Tom Morley                                                                                                    

John Tull                      



  
            
Ian Rogoff
                 



Paul Thomsen
Lawrence Willick via telephone
Matt Frazier

Brian Whalen participated

  on behalf of Jack McGinley

Advisory Members in
Advisory Members in
Advisory Members

Carson City


Las Vegas


Absent and Excused

Alex Gamboa 


John Candelaria

Marilyn Kirkpatrick
Connie Westadt   





Rebecca Wagner
Jim Baak                    
                                                               Kathleen Drakulich


Jason Geddes

Senator James Settelmeyer 
Joni Eastley via telephone            

Dan Jacobsen via telephone





                                                                                                                      
Patrick Gubbins participated

     on behalf of Amy Lueders via telephone
Also present was Emily Nunez and Sue Stephens with the NSOE.
2.
Public comments and discussion
Chairwoman Crowley noted that public comments will be permitted on agenda matters which are before the Task Force for consideration or action.  She asked that comments be limited to three minutes.   There being no public comments, the agenda item was closed.
3.
Review and approval of the minutes of the May 23, 2012 NEITF meeting.  
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item for review and discussion.  Ellen Allman moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  The motion was seconded by John Tull.   The motion was put to a vote and passed unanimously.  The agenda item was closed.

4.
Update, discussion and possible action on subcommittees from subcommittee Chairpersons.
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item by providing a brief update with regard to the Business Case subcommittee.  She reported the contract with Synapse was approved on June 5th, 2012.  An outline will be presented at the July meeting with further discussion at the August meeting.  Policy discussion and recommendations will be discussed as an upcoming topic for the July meeting.  
Chairwoman Crowley provided an update with regard to the combined Transmission Planning and Finance committees.  The Committee met on June 1, 2012, and voted to form a small subcommittee, consisting of Commissioner Wagner, John Tull and John Candelaria.  The subcommittee will review the existing RETAC reports outlining the selection of the renewable energy zones by the PUC in order to determine what data has changed in the recent past.  Chairwoman Crowley noted the subcommittee will also consider sage grouse data, the BLM's solar PEIS, the Western Renewable Energy Zone designations and other relevant data and report back to the Committee with findings and recommendations.  Chairwoman Crowley noted the Committee will be discussing the development of an RTO, Regional Transmission Operator.  Commissioner Wagner will contact the California ISO, the independent system operator, and WIEB, the Western Interstate Energy Board, concerning presentations on RTOs to form future recommendations.  It was noted the subcommittee also discussed state transmission corridors.  
Lawrence Willick noted discussion with regard to potential options and recommendations for financing of renewable energy transmission.  A draft memorandum of identified measures of the work the subcommittee was completed noting the advantages and disadvantages of each of the actions.  Mr. Willick stated there would be further discussion at the next meeting with regard to those policy recommendations.
Jim Baak discussed the efforts between the solar industry, Department of Interior, and the Department of Energy to address some of the shortcomings with reference to the transmission for the solar programmatic EIS.  He stated a determination will be made with regard to commercially viability for available transmission and what incentives should be provided to encourage development in these zones.     
Chairwoman Crowley stated the spreadsheet on Existing Studies that assesses economic analysis issues was given to Synapse.  James Baak suggested it would be helpful to receive an update through the subcommittee or presentations to the task force with regard to California's large nuclear generating station, which is down for the entire summer.   He stated the California ISO was asked to look at the possibility of not relicensing the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station in 2022.  
Mr. Baak stated the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power is also looking at the possibility of not being able to relicense some of their coal generation and may repower with natural gas.  He suggested it would be helpful for the group to understand the long-term implications for natural gas in the west, which FERC and the utilities are now reviewing.  He commented on the pressure for natural gas exports, which could cause price volatility in natural gas as well as concerns for supply.  Mr. Baak suggested inviting Aspen Environmental to provide a presentation at the next meeting.  The group had questions and comments.             
Chairwoman Crowley paused further discussion and moved on to agenda item five. 
5. 
Presentation on clean energy education - Alex Gamboa and Jason Geddes
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item.
Alex Gamboa and Jason Geddes presented to the task force and provided a summary of how clean energy is viewed at the K through 12 and higher education levels.  Mr. Gamboa explained the role of education with regard to the development of the clean energy industry in Nevada.  He suggested that STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) education standards be raised throughout the country.  He discussed organizations such as Envirolution, a nonprofit organization dedicated to developing a dynamic K through 12 educational programs and providing job training and leadership for students, and the Greenpower Program, a DRI and NV Energy sponsored program focused on providing clean energy educational resources to teachers and schools throughout the state.  Other organizations are Black Rock Solar, which provides education with regard to renewable energy to schools and communities, the STEM Inquiry Institute and the Green Organization.   
Jason Geddes referred to a report on the subject of renewable energy programs, which also included sources of funding, grants and graduate certificates for online graduate courses.   He noted a campus was built next to the GE-Bently facility in Minden to provide advanced training to its employees.  Mr. Geddes stated a workforce research economic development committee was created to work with GOED.  It was noted that NV Energy and others has provided funding, but new programs need private partner support, financial startup and commitment to hire the graduates that come out of the program or pay the tuition and fees for workers to go into those programs.   
The group had questions and comments, after which Chairwoman Crowley closed the agenda item.  
6.  Presentation from Nevada Rural Electric Association - Dagny Stapleton
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item.

Dagny Stapleton, Nevada Rural Electric Association, provided information with regard to the Nevada Rural Electric Association.  She introduced Dave Luttrell, General Manager, Lincoln County Power.  Ms. Stapleton provided a general overview of the structure of rural utilities as well as a brief history of the formation of co-ops.  Mr. Luttrell also discussed Lincoln County Power, which is looking to develop additional transmission.  He noted rural utilities are committed to the development of renewables and provided an overview of the projects being conducted.         
Ms. Stapleton also summarized programs of the association members, which include Harney Electric Cooperative, Burns, Oregon; Mt. Wheeler Power in Ely, Nevada;  Plumas Sierra Electric, Portola, California; Raft River Electric, Malta, Idaho; Wells Rural Electric, Wells Nevada; Surprise Valley Electrification, Alturas, CA; Overton Power District, Overton, NV; Boulder City Muni, Boulder City, NV; Lincoln County Power District, Pioche, NV.
Ms. Stapleton further commented that the association conducts a statewide youth program, summer camp and other public service programs.  There were questions following the presentation. 

Mr. Geddes:  As far as heating, are most of the clients' propane or electric or do you have natural gas?

Ms. Stapleton:   There's no natural gas in any of our members' territories.  
Mr. Luttrell:  I'm not sure about Sierra Plumas.  That would be the only one I don't know off the top of my head, but the rest of the rural Nevada area, we do not have natural gas.  Heating is just primarily electric, wood or propane.

Mr. Geddes:  And as far as the incentive program for small, have you guys looked at the hydro at all?  I mean, the NV energy program for the small hydro seems to be a really good application in those remote areas for irrigation, has that been looked at by the co-ops?


Ms. Stapleton:  You know, a lot of those programs are sort of based on demand as people come to their boards or get excited about something.  It's definitely something they would consider.  Each one of their programs is totally specific and different, so there's no universal program to cover all of our members.  They're all individual.  It's something they're probably open to if there's an interest. Wells Rural Electric actually has one small hydro on their system and is working with a member on getting another one on line - they are providing assistance with this; other members may have small hydro systems and would probably work with their members individually to incentivize them to install them.

Ms. Westadt:  I noticed a couple instances of rebates for ground cooling and heating systems.  Do you have any examples of geothermal heat pumps for residential heating and cooling?

Ms. Stapleton:  Actually, I think each of our members that offers rebates for ground source and has a demonstration project has done that on their own offices.  And in Wells, their offices are actually heated by geothermal, so they have a demonstration project in their offices.  

Ms. Westadt:  And are they successful?

Ms. Stapleton:  The ground source heating and cooling seems to be really successful for all of our members.  Plumas Sierra up in northern Washoe County, they're the ones that have the on-bill financing for the ground source heating and cooling because it's so successful.   

Mr. Luttrell:  No, I was just going to point out the Overton Power District.  They just constructed a new office in Mesquite about three years ago and they wanted to develop a demonstration project for their consumer base there, and they went to ground source heat system for it and it's working very well.     

Senator Settelmeyer:  I applaud you for coming forward with the rebate programs, because if I'm correct, you're not required to, you're doing it totally on your own.  Just out of curiosity, do you have any idea if it was mandated, how much would that add cost-wise to the power that's being offered?

Ms. Stapleton:  I don't know.  I mean, it would depend on the demand and if each of the co-ops' utilities was required to meet a certain, you know, number of rebates and really promote within their territories.  Yes, probably, but you know, so far they've been really successful without having a mandate, and it's something that their members have chosen to do to try to increase efficiency.  

Mr. Luttrell:  I think a key point there is that, you know, as even with NV Energy, it depends really on what the rebate or mandated rebate.  Obviously, the city off Boulder City is probably going to have a much better participation in a rebate program than perhaps Wales will just because of the geography.  
Mr. Baak:  I'm curious.  How do the rates compare to NV Energy's retail rates for most of the members?
Mr. Stapleton:  Definitely lower.  

There were further questions and comments, after which this agenda item was closed.

7.  
Review, discussion and possible action on upcoming meeting topics.
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item by noting the request for further conversation regarding the natural gas presentation.  Senator Settelmeyer noted the Sage Grouse Committee met.  He will provide an update after reviewing a CD of the meeting.  It was suggested also that energy trends should be discussed to establish polices for the benefit of Nevada.    
Chairwoman Crowley stated there are opportunities to obtain presentations on regional efforts with regard to the energy market.   She noted she hopes to have policy discussions soon.  

John Tull suggested discussing specific policy ideas via telephone with further discussion at the next meeting.  Chairwoman Crowley suggested creating categories for review by a subcommittee and having further discussion at the next task force meeting.       
The agenda item was closed.

8.  
Set time and date of next meeting.

Chairwoman Crowley opened the agenda item by reminding the group that July 18, 2012, at 1:00 is the next meeting date, after which the agenda item was closed. 
9.  
Public comment and discussion
Chairwoman Crowley opened this agenda item for public comments and discussion.
The following questions/comments are not verbatim.

Wendy Ellis (Las Vegas):   I really enjoyed that presentation by Dagny and Dave.  I didn't really understand exactly how many power companies there were in our state.  And it makes me wonder why here in Southern Nevada we kind of have to foot the bill for all this RPS and the rest of them managed to get along just fine.  As far as the education, I keep seeing all this preparing starting K through 12, you know, brainwashing the kids young and talking about this workforce.  How many people work at the solar plant in Boulder City?  How many people do they employ; does anybody know?  Nobody knows?  And you know, I heard that we need all this money, and they actually want to teach kids about math and science and engineering and technology and those things are extremely important.  They ought to.  But they ought to also learn about economics, where money comes from and how much these things cost.  And I didn't really hear any of that mentioned.  But I did hear mention that they have funding, and NV Energy has paid for some of these things which means that as an NV Energy customer, I'm paying for them.  I heard mention of training the public to demand renewable energy.  That was shocking to me.  I was very disappointed to hear that.  But I'm really impressed with the rurals.  Thank you.
Hearing no other questions/comments, the agenda item was closed.  
10.   
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:14 p.m.
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